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OUR MISSION
The Jerusalem Open House for Pride and Tolerance (JOH) is 
a non-profit organization, founded in 1997, with a community 
center serving people of all sexual orientations and gender 
identities. While reaching out with our message of equality and 
acceptance to all people in Jerusalem, Israel and abroad, our 
main focuses are community building, providing humanitarian 
services and promoting social change. We work to create a 
safe, pluralistic and egalitarian Jerusalem that is welcoming 
for all of its inhabitants, communities and visitors, regardless 
of sexual orientation and gender identity.



INTRODUCTION 
BY OFER EREZ

It is my very first year in a position of the Executive 
Director of the Jerusalem Open House for Pride and 
Tolerance, and I am very excited and thankful for the 
opportunity to become a part of such an amazing 
community and organization. I would like to thank my 
predecessor, Sarah Kala-Meir, who successfully led 
our organization and Jerusalem's LGBTQ community 
for the last three years, reaching new goals and 
remarkable achievements while navigating wisely 
throughout most challenging times. 

It was an exciting an abundant year and we would like 
to take a moment to acknowledge our community 
and supporters who continue to make the positive 
change possible. After 21 active years, the JOH is 
an integral part of the social and pluralistic fabric 
of Jerusalem and has grown to become one of the 
largest providers of services to LGBTQ people in 
Israel. The organization connects and empowers 
people with strong civil and social awareness, 
and serves as a fertile ground for the realization 
of urban social initiatives. Together with creative, 
gifted and dedicated volunteers, step by step, we 
are moving towards a better future we wish to see 
and experience in our city and society. We are very 
proud to continue to build a wide base for social 
activity and the struggle for equality of the LGBTQ 
community, to provide humanitarian services, and 
to empower hundreds of volunteers and supporters 
who are gathered under JOH’s roof. 



We keep on working on bringing together not only 
individuals, but also communities and organizations. 
During the last year we aspired to develop new 
relationships to broaden cooperation with various 
institutions and organizations in Jerusalem in fields 
of health, education, culture and religion. It is our 
belief that the involvement of the LGBTQ community 
in different urban spheres, activities and institutions 
will strengthen and largely benefit our community, 
and will help to develop a more tolerant and inclusive 
reality for all Jerusalemites. 

Last summer was a trying and illuminating time 
in the fight for LGBTQ rights in Israel. In past July, 
the LGBTQ community went on strike to protest 
legislative discrimination, social prejudice and 
violence against LGBTQ people, social prejudice, and 
violence. Hundreds of thousand attended protests 
across the country, to bolster our community’s fight 
for rights, respect and equality. During the Jerusalem 
Pride March 30,000 people gather to march for 
justice, security, equality and respect for people of 
all gender identities and sexual orientations. It was 
the biggest Pride March in Jerusalem’s history and 
we will continue our struggle until the achievement 
of a just and better future. 

On October 30th, the municipal elections will take 
place all across Israel. We hope that the newly 
elected mayor of Jerusalem will support the LGBTQ 
community and will act in favor of all Jerusalem’s 
residents promoting equality, freedom and security. 

I would like to thank the JOH community members, 
staff, supporters and friends for your strong 
commitment, optimism and generosity! We wish 
everyone a successful and joyful year and looking 
forward to fulfill our collective goals for the future.



SERVING THE COMMUNITY
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THE OPEN CLINIC

JOH's pioneering efforts to provide essential health 
services for the LGBTQ community culminated in 
2005, with the establishment of the Open Clinic in the 
Jerusalem Open House. In a city where conservative 
sensibilities may deter at-risk individuals from 
receiving consultation on health problems related to 
their sexual orientation or gender identity, the Open 
Clinic is an essential service for the community. 

The Open Clinic serves both LGBTQ and non-LGBTQ 
individuals, in four languages (Arabic, English, 
Hebrew and Russian) providing free and anonymous 
HIV testing and safe-sex counseling in a friendly 
and non-judgmental environment. An LGBTQ-health 
specialist physician is also available on a weekly 
basis, to see patients who might otherwise not seek 
health services through traditional medical facilities. 
The clinic is licensed by the Ministry of Health, which 
in last January approved the additional testing for 
syphilis to the services provided.  

During the last year, in addition to the weekly testing 
and counseling every Sunday, the Open Clinic held 
number of seminars and large-scale campaigns: we 
marked the International AIDS Day with a panel on 
the topics of health and HIV. The event was held with 
the support of the American Cultural Center in West 
Jerusalem and gathered a large audience. For the 
entire month of July, Open Clinic staff members and 
volunteers organized daily activities for youth and 
teens in Jerusalem on topics of safe-sex, sexuality 
and health. Moreover, as part of the effort to reach 
larger audiences, the clinic held 12 campaigns in four 
languages over the year, to advertise the services of 

the Open Clinic and useful information on STD’s and 
sexual health through social media, dating apps and 
different social organizations in the city. In July, as 
part of the Pride Month activities, the Open Clinic 
organized a stand-up comedy event “Sex Positive” 
in Jerusalem’s theatre. The event was dedicated for 
raising the awareness to safe-sex practices, HIV and 
sexuality. During the annual Jerusalem Pride March, 
the counselling team provided information flyers and 
free condoms at the Open House booth and during 
the march.

The Open Clinic is working hard to locate the needs 
of the community and to provide essential services 
that will answer those needs. Next year we hope to 
provide another efficient service for the transgender 
community in Jerusalem: there is no endocrinologist 
who specializes in transgender heath in the city, 
and in order to receive treatment and consultation, 
transgender Jerusalemites have to travel to other 
cities. Jointly with the Hebrew University Hadassah 
Medical School, the Open Clinic initiated a project that 
provides an opportunity for transgender individuals 
to set an appointment with endocrinologist in 
Jerusalem, without being forced to travel in order to 
seek most basic health services.





THE OPEN COUNSELLING

The JOH has been running the Open Counseling 
service in the last five years, providing psychological 
therapy and social worker services for community 
members in order to support, to overcome problems, 
to empower and to enhance overall well-being. A 
team of mental health professionals - psychologist, 
clinical social workers and art therapists - is available 
to the LGBTQ community and their families at 
subsidized rates or free of charge in the Jerusalem 
Open House. It is an essential service for the LGBTQ 
Jerusalemites since it might be challenging to find 
an LGBTQ-friendly specialist in Jerusalem’s private 
and public services. The professionals of the Open 
Counselling unit are specializing on a range of issues; 
the intersection of religion and sexual orientation, 
gender transition, substance abuse, the coming out 
process and family therapy. 

Throughout the year, the Open Counselling served 
more than 150 community members, who received 
psychotherapy treatment or consultation sessions 
with a professional social worker of the JOH. The 
number of those interested in counseling services 
is growing, and more specialists are joining the 
Jerusalem Open House. We are expecting to 
welcome an professional social worker in October 
2018. They will specialize in assisting teenagers and 
young LGBTQ individuals in times of distress and 
emergency. Often LGBTQ youth find themselves in 
high risk situations due to mental health problems, 
homelessness, prostitution, or other life-threatening 
conditions. The project is supported by Jerusalem 

municipality’s wealth department and will include a 
further training of municipal employees by the JOH, 
on topic of LGBTQ at-risk youth, ways to support and  
how to assist them. 

We also are looking forward to open group therapy  
sessions in the JOH. First group therapy will serve 
LGBTQ individuals and conducted by a professional 
psychologist who specialize in group therapy and 
LGBTQ. Another new service to be provided is family 
therapy sessions, a joint project with Ben-Gurion 
University's psychology department. Our counselling 
staff will go through a training course by Prof. Gary 
Diamond, and will focus on relationships of parents, 
children and other family members who are going 
through a process of coming out, learning and 
excepting an LGBTQ family member. 

In addition to the day to day services, the JOH Open 
Counseling unit performs educational seminars and 
professional workshops in Jerusalem. The training 
is offered for different organizations and private 
specialists in psychology, social work and education, 
on topics like mental health, counseling and LGBTQ 
related issues.





COMMUNITY BUILDING
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COMMUNITY CENTER

The JOH community is as varied as they come, and 
accordingly, this area offers a wide range of activities 
for the different groups that make up our community. 
We encourage our members to take an active role in 
organizing social groups and events, and are proud 
to see their participation rising.

During the past year, the group participation has 
increased, with over hundred community members 
attending group meetings regularly. Our groups offer 
a ‘community within a community’, where members 
meet and spend time with people who share similar 
experience regarding age, gender identity, language 
and/or hobbies. We are happy and proud to be home 
to nine social groups: Queer Women 45+; Young 
Women*; Men 50+; Trans* meeting; Arabic Speakers; 
English Speakers;  Game Nights; LGBTQ Activism; 
BDSM Lovers. Next year will see this activity grow 
even further, with the Open House welcoming three 
new groups: Q-Ulpan, Young-ish Adults, and a Queer 
Book Club.

In addition to community groups, we hold various 
social events throughout the year, where community 
members get together and enjoy a holiday meal, a 
dance party, or a lecture or movie. During the Pride 
month, members organized events aimed at bringing 
together people of all ages, such as a karaoke night, 
an afternoon party and a panel on American-Israeli 
LGTBQ history. We celebrated holidays together: a 
menorah lighting for families on Hanukkah, a Purim 
party, a Tikkun Shavuot night of learning with more 

than sixty participants, and a Rosh HaShanah eve 
dinner with fifty people attending. We plan to add 
more events for families and for mixed audiences, in 
hopes of widening our community’s reach.

The JOH operates a community space, open to the 
public on weekdays, from 12PM to 4PM. People 
can come, relax, and use the center’s facilities. The 
community space offers a chance to use the JOH’s 
library, which has the largest queer books collection 
in Israel outside a university. We plan to add library 
activities for children, students and the elderly, add 
computer work stations and make the community 
space an even more welcoming environment than it 
already is.

We are happy and proud to have a community that 
celebrates its uniqueness and diversity and allows 
all the different voices in it to be heard, and we hope 
to continue building a strong community with and for 
its members.





SHINING STARS- ELDERLY 
PROJECT 

Among the many services we provide to all sectors 
of Jerusalem's LGBTQ community, we include social 
groups for older men and women. These groups 
have raised some issues regarding aging among 
the LGBTQ community in Jerusalem, and the unique 
needs of aging LGBTQ people.

We studied the culture, needs and wants of our 
elderly members, and found that services for this 
group are lacking, and its needs are not met. LGBTQ 
elders face challenges because of both their age 
and their sexual or gender identity. They are met with 
prejudice and rejection not only from their families 
and environment but also from within the LGBTQ 
community. In a community that favors youth, elderly 
LGBTQ people are in jeopardy of being marginalized, 
invisible in and to their own community.

The Open House has set as its goal to make sure 
our senior community members are celebrated, 
appreciated and encouraged to take on an active 
role in the community. This past year we launched 
our new program "Shining Stars" that focuses on 
elderly LGBTQ people in Jerusalem.

The program aims to answer the needs of our elderly 
members and integrate them in the JOH community. 
This includes offering activities tailored to their 
interests and needs; providing social and medical 
care focused on aging; and organizing events that 
bring together people of all ages.

One such event is the cross-generational project, in 
which teens and students met with elders and learnt 
about their lives. Paired together, young participants 
interviewed their older partners about their life 
story, their hobbies and experiences as an LGBTQ 
person in Jerusalem. The elders also learnt about 
their partner's interests and lives, and discussed 
the similarities and differences between the two 
generations. This two month project culminated in 
incorporated art and photography collaborations, 
which were displayed in a special exhibition at the 
Open House. 

This year we plan to continue our work in this area, 
and offer more services and activities to this fast-
growing group of senior community members. 
We hope to see more elderly people attend group 
meetings as well as general community events, 
and we look forward to building strong and lasting 
connections between old and young members of the 
JOH community.
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BENTZ – TEEN AND YOUTH 
PROJECT

The JOH is the only organization in Jerusalem 
that directly and actively attends to the well-being 
of LGBTQ youth in Jerusalem. While every young 
person faces their own unique set of challenge, the 
common experience of LGBTQ youth is the hostility 
and rejection they may experience by society and, in 
some cases, their families.  The overarching goal is 
to create a safe space for LGBTQ youth within the 
walls of the JOH. Weekly group meetings, facilitated 
by trained counselors, and programs for socializing 
and learning with peers in a friendly and tolerant 
environment help to create a space for dialogue, 
support, positive social interactions, empowerment, 
accesses to knowledge and useful tools of how to 
promote positive change in their individual lives, 
families and community. We seek to provide support, 
personal guidance and best solutions for our young 
community members, and to connect them with 
relevant professionals and organizations in more 
complex cases. 

Last year, we had seven active groups of teenagers 
and youth, meeting on a weekly basis: Religious 
groups for teens (13-18) and young adults (18-
22); teens group (13-18) and youth group (18-22); 
TransNoar group; music project group; and young 
activists group. The group of transgender youth 
and another religious group were opened this year 
because of the growing number of participants. The 
music project runs successfully for the third year 
and held jointly with the Jerusalem Academy for 
Music and Dance, which provides music tutoring for 
members of the youth programs. 

Each Saturday night it is a “Shabentz” night: the teens 
and youth meet at the JOH for social activity, dinner 
and informal, fun social or educational activity with a 
trained youth volunteers and coordinators. Shabbat 
may be a difficult time for LGBTQ youth who spend 
time with their families, whether they are out to them 
or not. For those who have to hide their identity, or 
restrict themselves from self-expression during 
the Shabbat, these gatherings help to create an 
alternative community in a comforting setting with 
peers and friends. Teen and youth groups are also 
gathering for holidays, parties, events and for special 
summer program at the JOH during the summer 
vacation in schools. 

Another successful collaboration of the youth unit 
is with “Tehila”- an organization of families and 
friends of LGBTQ people. The project is called “Hore 
BeCafe” (Parents Coffee Shop) and allows LGBTQ 
young people who may be not out or accepted by 
their parents and families to talk with parents of 
LGBTQ people and form a supportive relationship. 
The “Tehila” activists are also meeting with other 
parents of LGBTQ young people and encourage them 
to support their children.  

During last year, the youth project gathered more 
than 200 participants, and 30 volunteers in different 
groups and activities, that took an active part in our 
community events, activism and preparations for 
the Pride Month and Pride March. Like every year, 
the young LGBTQ activists marched in the front row 
during the Pride March in August 2018.





SOCIAL CHANGE AND 
EDUCATION FOR TOLERANCE
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EDUCATION FOR TOLERANCE 
PROGRAM IN MEMORY OF 
SHIRA BANKI 

In addition to in-house youth support, our education 
team and volunteers conduct educational seminars 
around the city, reaching thousands of school 
pupils, teachers and counsellors, soldiers and civic 
organizations in Jerusalem. The mission of the 
program is to educate and to create a more tolerant, 
welcoming and aware environment for LGBTQ youth. 

Following the murder of Shira Banki, a 16-year-old 
student, at the annual March for Pride and Tolerance 
in 2015, Jerusalem's LGBTQ community and its 
supporters were engulfed in confusion and anger. 
Shira was an idealistic, vocal supporter of her LGBTQ 
friends and a socially active teen, and acted to 
achieve a social change towards tolerance, pluralism 
and equality in Jerusalem.  

The program includes 170 presentations annually 
and based on the concept of engendering empathy 
through personal narratives and conversation about 
LGBTQ issues. Those seminars reached thousands 
of students, teachers and educational staff that 
learned about personal and societal homophobia, 
increased empathy toward individuals which are 
labeled as "others" and promoted active dialogue in 
schools and organizations about the difficulties and 
challenges LGBTQ people might experience from 
hostile surrounding and discriminatory policy. The 
program held 20 seminars with educators' staff and 
counseling units in schools, in order to increase the 
knowledge and ability to address homophobia and 
to provide useful tools to support LGBTQ youth in 

schools and other educational frameworks like sport 
classes, after-school activities and scouts.

The purpose of the seminars is to increase the 
awareness and knowledge about LGBTQ-related 
issues, to open discussions about sexual orientation 
and gender identification with students, teachers, 
soldiers and counseling staff. In the future, we 
would like to see a friendlier and more accepting 
environment for LGBTQ individuals in schools and 
other educational frameworks and reduction of 
homophobic incidents and assaults. Our overall goal 
is to create a safe and supporting environment for 
LGBTQ people in schools, army, universities and on 
Jerusalem's streets. 

The goals this year were to continue working within 
the school system, but also to increase program's 
impact in other educational systems like after-
school sport and classes (mainly basketball and 
football youth teams), scouting groups, Israeli 
Army, the Hebrew University and other educational 
organizations. The education project's volunteers 
met with groups from abroad in the JOH and held a 
lecture and a presentation about LGBTQ community 
in Jerusalem, LGBTQ and religion and told their 
personal stories followed by discussion. 





THE ANNUAL JERUSALEM 
MARCH FOR PRIDE AND 
TOLERANCE 2018

The Jerusalem Open House organized the first Pride 
March in Jerusalem in 2002 and holds the Pride 
March annually ever since, despite the threats, the 
violence and the challenges we faced over the years 
from conservative parties and aggressors. As the 
city’s largest human rights event, involving many 
thousands of marchers, the Pride March enables 
participants to shape the contemporary face of 
Jerusalem and publicly support LGBTQ people’s 
struggle for full citizenship in their city. Prior to the 
Pride March, the month of July is filled with daily 
events, lectures, workshops and parties celebrating 
Pride and Tolerance in Jerusalem. 

The Jerusalem Pride March of 2018 celebrated the 
senior individuals who have persistently fought for 
equality, freedom, and human rights of the LGBTQ 
people in Jerusalem and throughout the country, 
and emphasized the importance of the continuous 
struggle for LGBTQ rights. The Jerusalem Pride 
March was the pinnacle of a mass protests against 
legislative discrimination of LGBTQ people, social 
prejudice and violence that took place all across 
Israel during the last week of July. . The protestors 
demanded equality, respect and basic human rights 
for LGBTQ individuals. 

On August 2nd, the Jerusalem March for Pride and 
Tolerance gathered more than 30,000 marchers 
and became the biggest Pride March in Jerusalem’s 
history! The marchers passed the main streets of 
Jerusalem, proudly donning rainbow flags stepping Photo: Tal Bedrack



closer to achieve the future we are all fighting for; 
one that stands for justice, security, equality and 
respect for all people of all sexual orientations and 
gender identities. 

Each year, since the murder of Shira Banki, a 16-year-
old high school student and an idealistic supporter 
of her LGBTQ friends during the 2015 Pride March, 
the marchers stop to place flowers at the memorial 
and to honor Shira’s memory by a minute of silence.

LGBTQ activists and icons who paved the way for 
future generations, spoke and performed on the 
main stage: Haya Shalom- the founder of Lesbian 
Feminist Community in 1987 and a human rights 
activist; Jonathan Danilowitz − an LGBTQ rights 
activist and  founder of “Tehila", who led a historical 
struggle against discrimination of LGBTQ people in a 
working place; Dana International- a pop Diva, 1998 
Eurovision winner and an icon who represents the 
fight for LGBTQ rights on a global level; and Rabbi 
Noa Sattath, a former CEO of the JOH, a feminist and 
LGBTQ rights activist.

The 2018 Jerusalem March for Pride and Tolerance 
drew participants not only from all over Israel, but 
from all over the world. Many delegations from 
various countries, religions and organizations arrived 
to march the streets of Jerusalem in a support of 
LGBTQ community in Jerusalem and LGBTQ rights 
worldwide. It was the 17th year we organized the 
annual March for Pride and Tolerance in Jerusalem, 
and we hope to continue gathering many thousands 
each year to march for the visibility, equal rights, 
tolerance and respect of all people regardless of 
sexual orientation and gender identity.
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JOH STAFF

OFER BEN DAVID 
EREZ: 
Executive Director of the 
Jerusalem Open House 
(ofer@joh.org.il)

SASHA LEVIN:
Open Clinic Director 
(HIV-clinic@joh.org.il)

URIEL TEHILA LEVY: 
Projects Operation 
Director 
(office@joh.org.il)

NATALY PRISHKULNIK 
HAR-TAL: 
Community Director
(community@joh.org.il)

ELISHEVA KOEVARY-
LEVI:
Open Counseling 
Director 
(health@joh.org.il)

ANNA ROZMAN: 
Outreach and 
Development Director
(development@joh.org.il)

LIRAZ KATZ 
“Shining Stars” Senior 
group Coordinator 
(seniors@joh.org.il)

TAMAR ARAD 
Youth and Education 
Director 
(teenteam@joh.org.il)



YUVAL AVRAHAMI: 
LGBTQ activist, has 
a B.SC in Computer 
Science, Visual 
Communication student 
at Bezalel Academy

JOH BOARD MEMBERS

ERAN GLOBUS: 
Chairperson of the 
Board, IDC LLB student, 
LGBTQ activist

OR RUBINSTEIN: 
Secretary of the Board, 
BA student at the 
Hebrew University

ELISHA GOLANI: 
Youth educator 
on Human Rights, 
progressive judaism and 
democracy

TAMAR BEN DAVID: 
Jerusalemite, 
transgender, bisexual 
activist with a focus 
on feminist and queer 
issues, a student at 
Shalem College

ANNA KLEINMAN: 
Reporter at Kol Israel 
IBA, feminist and LGBTQ 
activist and MA student 
at the Hebrew University

YAKI HERTZ: 
BA Psychology student 
in the Hebrew University, 
LGBTQ activist with a 
focus on LGBTQ and 
religion issues



2018 FINANCIALS
During the year of 2018, we continued our efforts to increase financial efficiency of our 
work in Jerusalem. We are very happy to see the growth of activities, programs, services 
provided to the community, the growing number of staff member in the JOH and the 
significant increase in the scope of the Jerusalem Pride March and campaigns throughout 
the city. 

Thanks to the support of our friends from Israel and abroad, we were able to reduce the 
gaps between the income and the expenses of our organization and to balance our budget. 
We have a security fund of 30,000$, which is equivalent to half of the annual renting cost 
of the community center. The future of the JOH is not secured because of the complex 
relations with the municipality and the religious, conservative character of Jerusalem. 
The purpose of the security fund is to ensure temporary financial stability and avoiding a 
total shut-down of the JOH in case the municipality will refuse once again to participate in 
covering the rental costs of the only LGBTQ center in Jerusalem. 

Year 2016 2017 2018 (planned)

Income 399,596$ 435,710$ 430,078$

Expenses 369, 013$ 423,709$ 430,078$



MANY THANKS TO OUR FRIENDS AND 
SUPPORTERS
We are greatly thankful for the continuous support of our generous friends in Israel and around the world. With 
your help and contribution, we are able to continue to provide a safe home for LGBTQ Jerusalemites, to build a 
strong community, to inspire social change, and to unite our efforts for freedom, equality and tolerance.

ORGANIZATIONS 
THAT SUPPORT US: 

Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family 
Foundation
Amy Mandel and Katina Rodis Fund
MAC AIDS Fund
NCJW
Silver Family Foundation 
The Jewish Federation of St. Louis
A Wider Bridge

SUPPORT US!
By making a donation you are helping us to continue our work of 
building and strengthening the LGBTQ community in Jerusalem 
and making sure that the Jerusalem Open House will remain to 
be a home for LGBTQ Jerusalemites. 

Donations can be made at the JOH website- joh.org.il or by 
contacting Anna Rozman at development@joh.org.il. 

Your gift is tax-deductible to the fullest extent permitted by law.
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