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I first set foot at the JOH in 2001, when the center 
was still located on Ben Yehuda St. There was a three 
floor climb to reach the place and even as a 21 year 
old, the climb was no small challenge. As I entered 
the threshold for the first time my breath was taken 
away by the unfamiliar sight of gay people absolutely 
comfortable in their own skin. Both I and Jerusalem 
are more than a decade older today, but throughout 
my tenure, I continued to derive inspiration from that 
feeling I had that first time I came to the JOH.

Four years ago I decided to become the Executive 
Director at JOH, and this is going to be my final year. 
I’m happy to be able to say that all the goals I set 
for myself have been accomplished: the organization 
reached financial stability and has an emergency 
fund for stormy days; the community is vibrant, 
energetic and fully invested in the activities; and new 
projects have begun targeting peope coming from 
the periphery of society, such as people with mental 
disabilities. After fourteen years in the organization I 
feel like I can finally move on.

But this is not a time to summarize or say goodbye. 
There is still a lot of work ahead and I am committed 
to the longevity of the organization. I am dedicating 
myself over the next six months to secure our 
organizational memory and pass on my responsibilities 
to whomever follows me. I will continue supporting 
the Board of Directors with everything they need and 
help them find a new, promising, Executive Director.

This annual report sums up one of the most 
challenging years in the history of JOH. Operation 
‘Protective Edge’ was just the climax of a year that 
was filled with challenges and surprises all through. 
With two suicides of young community members and 
several personal tragedies of our volunteers, 2014 was 
a year in which we had to put all our organizational 
energy into helping people through different crises. 
It sometimes felt as if we are running from one 
emergency to another; and then the war started.

Despite all these difficulties, this year also brought 
out the best in our community. People came together 
to support one another in a way I haven’t seen in a 
long time. I was inspired over and over again by the 
way community members came to funerals, Shiv’as, 
and took care of each other. It is from this perspective 
that I feel that I can finally leave my position without 
hesitation. Both the community and the organization 
are strong and stable and are ready for a new leader 
to lead them towards new paths.

With much anticipation,
Elinor

A Word From Elinor
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Operation ‘Protective Edge’ > By Tom Canning

Operation ‘Protective Edge’ and the events of 
the summer of 2014 left deep marks on Israeli 
society, particularly in Jerusalem. Naturally, 
as members of the Jerusalemite social fabric, 
events in the city and around the country posed 
many unanticipated challenges for us. Our 
regular programming was disrupted, several 
staff members were drafted or unable to reach 
the office and the community brought forward 
new needs.

Following the murders of Gil-Ad Shaer, EyalYifrah 
and Naftali Fraenkel, Israel entered a period 
of violent unrest, starting in Jerusalem and 
spreading around the country. From the very 
beginning, the LGBTQ community in Jerusalem 
played a key role in shaping events across 
the country whether by serving in the army, 

preventing violence in the streets, by organizing 
demonstrations and participating in the national 
debate. Once again our community has shown its 
strength in leading society during times of crisis, 
and our ability to come together to support one 
another.

The JOH was also brought into the spotlight 
in connection with another innocent victim of 
violence, Muhammad Abu-Khdeir, a teenager 
from Jerusalem who was brutally murdered by 
Jewish extremists. A forged statement made in 
our name on Facebook claimed that Muhammad 
was gay and was an active member of JOH, 
suggesting that his sexual orientation was the 
motive for his killing. Though we had not actually 
made this statement, the JOH did everything in 
its power to assist in the investigation, without 
finding any information that would suggest it to 
be true. Despite this, and although we continued 
to deny making any statement on Facebook, this 
theory had been picked up by some mainstream 
media outlets. Many still claim that his murder 
was an honor killing by his family.

It is shocking how such a high profile murder 
investigation could be sidetracked so easily, but 
we were most appalled by the way homophobia 
and racism went hand in hand to create 
misinformation and strengthen false perceptions. 
Unfortunately, it seems that being LGBTQ is still 
considered an acceptable and understandable 
motive for murder in Israeli society.

As the operation commenced, many of our 
personnel were either drafted to the military or 
unable to drive to work. Most severely affected 
was the Open Clinic as the clinic manager and 
several volunteers were enlisted to the army for 
over a month, and the clinic doctor was unable 
to leave her home in Southern Israel. As a result, 
the Open Clinic was closed for several weeks.

Youth were one of the most adversely affected 
populations in Jerusalem during the summer. 
The conflict began and lasted all through the 
summer holidays, leaving many young people 
without a safe place to be able to process their 
fears and anxiety. Once the rocket attacks 
began, many stayed at home out of fear of 
being caught outside without a safe shelter. 
For LGBTQ youth, the home environments 
can be unwelcoming and as a result, JOH saw 
an increase in the number of youth putting 
themselves in high-risk situations. In one of 
the most extreme cases, a 16 year old girl from 
Gush Etzion came to the JOH after she had 
been sleeping in the streets during the rocket 

Elinor Sidi interviewed on the murder of Muhammad Abu-Khdeir Muhammad Abu-Khdeir

attacks for 4 nights. Luckily, we were able 
to find temporary housing for her within the 
day. Although her situation was not directly 
created by the conflict in Gaza, it was greatly 
worsened and became much more critical due 
to the war.

During the military operation, the JOH became 
a place of refuge for many youth and adults. At 
first the arrival of people was not coordinated 
and our ability to provide support to them 
was limited. In later weeks, as new volunteers 
responded to our calls of support, we were 
better able to begin providing people with more 
capable counselors.
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Jerusalem March for Pride and Tolerance 2014 > By Ema McKay

Due to the ongoing military operation during 
the summer, the Jerusalem March for Pride and 
Tolerance was continually postponed. Originally 
scheduled for August 7th, it was initially postponed 
to August 14th, and then postponed again to 
September 18th. This year, most pride events in 
Israel were cancelled, so it was especially important 
for the national LGBTQ movement that Jerusalem 
will be successful in staging our annual event. 
Organized within one week solely by volunteers 
and on a limited budget, this was a true grassroots 
event. Despite the unique circumstances and 
unusual date, the event attracted over 3,000 
participants and rainbow flags hung in the streets 
of central Jerusalem for three days.

Gil Naveh – aka Galina Port de Bras – is a 
celebrated drag queen who has led the Jerusalem 
Pride March for the past 12 years. A self-described 
‘Jerusalemite in exile’, he now lives in Tel Aviv, 
with his newly born daughter, but has a long 
history with the JOH. He was one of the earliest 
youth group members in 1998/99 and was on the 
JOH board from 2006-2009. I met with him to talk 
about Jerusalem, drag and the 2014’s Pride March.

How do you think the JOH and its workhave 
changed in the time you’ve known them?

The JOH has grown so much. Each year there are 
more and more projects. The fact that the JOH 
has been able to survive all this time should not 
be taken for granted.
I think that you can now say the Open House is a 
household name in Jerusalem, and LGBTQ people 
know that they are not alone. They might feel 
lonesome, they might feel afraid, they might 
suffer from homophobia but they know that they 
are not alone.
The LGBTQ community has had 5 years of relative 
peace and quiet – and it has a lot to do with the 

work of the JOH. Jerusalem in the past five years 
has been a little less hostile towards LGBTQ people 
– just a tiny bit less every time.
Interestingly, this year there was a successful high 
heel race in Jerusalem’s center this February…

The Jerusalem DragRun? [Students have 
organized a fundraising run in drag, despite 
opposition from the Jerusalem Municipality]

Yes. So now suddenly we are experiencing 
hostility again [around the drag run]. But I think 
that generally the people who work against the 
JOH have come to the conclusion that it’s better 
to let the community do its thing rather than 
protest against it and draw attention to the LGBTQ 
community. A few years ago, Orthodox children 
were asking ‘What’s a gay man? What’s a lesbian?’ 
which were not part of their vocabulary before. 
Due to these anti-LGBTQ protests, protesters are 
achieving the opposite effect to what they set 
out against.

When did you start performing? That was in 
Jerusalem, right?

I started performing professionally as a drag 
queen in 2001 but it was even earlier, when I 
was in 7th-9th grades that during school plays, I 
always received the role of headmistress or one of 
the female teachers. I had lots of cross dressing 
experience!

What drew you to preform drag?

I have no idea. When I was a young child – 3 or 
4 – I used to sneak into my mother’s wardrobe 
and steal her high heeled shoes and try walking in 
them. I used to wrap a towel around my head and 
swish around the house like a screaming queen. 
My older brothers were really embarrassed.
The first time I went to a gay party – I think it was 

“We couldn’t afford a proper sound system. 
So when it got dark and there was no lighting… 
The crowd lit the platform with their cell 
phones.”

8Annual Report 2014
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during the 1998 Pride – I saw the drag queens and 
we immediately became friends. I don’t know what 
it was about them. I guess it was their larger than 
life personas, their sharp wit, and obviously all 
the glitter… I was drawn to them! Not attracted 
but drawn. I had to become one of them.

And you loved it enough to set up your own 
drag night in Jerusalem.

It was 2004. Drag was not that popular. The Shusan 
was the only gay bar in Jerusalem. I thought I’ll 
just go and do my thing. The drag nights just 
became really popular very quickly and lasted for 
10 years. But it wasn’t just me. I had amazing 
partners that helped me. Every Monday for 10 

years we would have a 120 people come watch a 
drag show at a bar in central Jerusalem.

Drag is very strong in places that are not that 
liberal or open. Drag is somewhat similarly 
strong in Southern United States. London, which 
is a quite liberal city, does not have much of a 
drag scene anymore. In other places that are 
more conservative, drag queens would be at the 
forefront of whatever the community is trying to 
do – protests, social support etc.

You’re saying drag is a form of protest?

Well, it can be. It’s a fun kind of protest. It’s a fun, 
glittery, beautiful, fabulous activism.

Is that why you chose to lead the Pride March 
in drag?

Yes. I feel that it is very important that there is a 
drag presence in Jerusalem and that a drag queen 
hosts or leadsthe Jerusalem Pride.
I should be taken for granted when it comes to Gay 
Pride. Once I have the date I start looking for the 
dress. You know the word mamlachti? It means 
official, sensible, representable… something that 
gives you a sense of authority without threatening 
or oppressing. That’s what I’m trying to give during 
Gay Pride in Jerusalem.

What did you think of the March this year?

I was slightly saddened to see that the war had 
made it so difficult for everyone to feel pride. 
Still it was wonderful to see that with just 10 

days’ notice, so many 
people came and so 
many people said ‘OK, 
so we had this war. 
We’re still fighting 
inside Jerusalem to be 
free and this is a chance 
to keep up the good 
fight and to celebrate 
ourselves. Celebrate 
our identities.’ So it was 
wonderful.
During the past few 
years, we had this really 

long walk from the City Centre to the Knesset 
and I didn’t get to walk in the March, because 
of the security arrangements and nobody really 
expected me to walk 2 kilometers in my fabulous 
shoes! I have done it before, but I guess you 
come to a certain age! This year I could finally 
walk – it was the first time in 5 or 6 years I’ve 
walked in drag in Jerusalem.

At the end of the march there was no stage, we 
couldn’t afford a proper sound system. So when 
it started getting dark and there was no lighting, 
all of a sudden I looked and there was a half circle 
of 3000-4000 people. The crowd was completely 
silent and lit the platform with their cell phones. 
I have 4000 people, completely silent because 
they want me to inspire them! And they’re 
inspiring me! This is Jerusalem. People giving 
each other light to get some light back.
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 Supporting LGBTQ Youth – Omer’s Story > By Omer

Nobody wakes up one morning and suddenly 
decides that they are going to become gay. It is 
an inner realization that sometimes requires a 
personal struggle to discover our true identity. 
At the age of fourteen I finally came to recognize 
the simple fact that I am attracted to boys. 
While growing up you learn the word ‘homo’ is a 
derogatory word. Connecting between this word 
and my own identity was one of the most difficult 
things for me to deal with when I finally grasped 
that I was a Homo. The word that is used as an 
everyday insult is in fact who I am.

Whenever I used to have a problem my parents 
were the first place I turned to. So that’s what 
I did then. I called my mother crying and told 
her that I was gay. I expected her to say that 
everything will be alright, but that was not her 
reaction. She panicked, “Is everything okay? Did 
someone touch you?” and she came home from 
work to talk to me. My parents thought that I 
was too young to know if I am gay. They claimed 
that I am just going through a rough time and 
just need a girlfriend to know that I am straight. I 
accepted what they said and tried to put it behind 
me. I told them three days later that I must have 
been confused and that we can forget about it.

As much as I wished what they said was true, 
it just didn’t align with what I was feeling. And 
despite her best effort, I could see that my 
mother was still worried that I might be gay. 
She kept on asking me if I have a girlfriend, only 
making me feel more disappointed in myself. My 
relationship with my parents started to change. I 
began to feel uncomfortable spending time with 
them. I was worried that the topic might come up 
somehow and I wanted to avoid it completely, so 
I drifted away.

We have no control over what we feel, but I tried, 
and quickly became depressed with my failure. 
Even when I was happy and having fun, in the back 
of my mind I knew that something was wrong. It 
made me believe that there was no point in life if 
I can’t become the person I want to be.

When I was 18, while I was in town with friends, 
we walked by a building with a rainbow flag 
hanging out. Eden, a friend of mine said that 
that was the Jerusalem Open House, the “Gay 
Center” and that she had friends who go there. 
She treated it as an everyday topic, but for me 
it was a huge revelation and that moment stayed 
with me for months. I finally built up enough 
courage to bring myself to go there. I remember 
that moment clearly. I was riding the train home 
from work, and I had it in my mind that today 
I was going to go to the Open House. A song I 

was listening to “How to Stay Alive” gave me the 
strength to go - Just sit and talk to someone. 
No commitments. It is as simple as that.

When I reached the center I started to go up the 
stairs but heard someone behind me. I panicked 
and ran up the stairs and waited for them to go 
in before I went down and knocked on the door. 
Sarah, who I later discovered was the teen and 
youth coordinator, opened the door for me. She 
realized that I was nervous, and asked how she 
could help and I told her that I wanted someone 
to talk to. She was the first person, other than 
my parents, that I told I was gay. I said I wanted 
counseling, and she asked for what purpose? 
The truth is I didn’t even know what I wanted. 
Just someone to help get through all of it.

13

I said I was gay and cried. Saying the words out 
loud made everything real. Sarah didn’t treat 
me as if I was diseased and helped me come to 
terms with my sexuality. She helped me believe 
that this is who I am and that it is perfectly 
okay.

After she helped me with my personal struggles, 
she gave me all the support I needed to first 
come out to my friend Eden, then to my parents 
and also helped them get through their issues. 
Finally I could live my life freely. It took me four 
years of keeping myself hidden until I found 
the Open House and began to live my own life. 
Before I met Sarah, I thought I was an incurable 
mess, but now, I might still be a mess, but I 
don’t need curing.

14Annual Report 2014Annual Report 2014 Omer today
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In 2014, the Jerusalem Open House continued to fight 
for social change in Jerusalem. We won a legal battle 
against the Jerusalem Municipality and Jerusalem 
Police, who had accused us of negligence in the case 
of Adam Russo’s 2005 stabbing; we demonstrated 
against homophobic statements from the Minister of 
Education; and we lead a campaign to support a wave 
of pro-LGBTQ legislation. What draws all of these 
campaigns together is that the JOH had to challenge 
homophobic actions which were justified in the 
name of Judaism. In fact, in every project it pursues 
to bring inclusivity to Jerusalem, the JOH has to 
negotiate this tension between orthodox religion and 
modern liberalism. Often – as with the 2006 World 
Pride – the JOH’s efforts are met with dramatic 
political opposition and even anti-LGBT violence.
 
Rabbi Noa Sattath was previously Chair and 
Executive Director of the JOH. It was here that she 
‘really got to know and love social change work’, and 
it was under her leadership that World Pride came 

to Jerusalem in 2006. Today she directs the Israel 
Religious Action Center (IRAC), the social justice arm 
of the Reformist Judaism movement and frequently 
encounters conservatives who cite Judaism to 
oppress the LGBTQ community in Jerusalem. In one 
example, Sattath tells me about a case that IRAC 
won on appeal at the Supreme Court in 2014. When a 
neighborhood rabbi – paid by the state – found out 
that a folk dance teacher was a lesbian, he launched 
a poster campaign against her, persuading women 
not to attend her classes on the grounds that her 
sexuality posed a threat to the public. He put her out 
of business – but he and the other rabbis who backed 
his actions claimed that he was only doing his ‘Jewish 
duty’.

Sattath cites another case that demonstrates how 
conservative views influence Israeli society, this time 
over government policy on the imbalance in Aliyah 
packages for married couples based on sexuality. 
When a heterosexual makes Aliyah, their non-Jewish 
husband or wife is equally eligible for benefits to 
help them settle in Israel – in language learning, 
housing, and finding work. In comparison, while the 
non-Jewish partner in a same sex married couple 
has the same right to be granted citizenship within 
5 years, they are not entitled to the other benefits 
worth thousands of shekels.

At the root of these inequalities lie several things. 
One is the overlap in Israel between religion and state; 
another is the how matters where Judaism might 
have guidance are mainly judged from an Orthodox 
perspective. As part of the reformist movement, 
Sattath’s personal conviction is that Jews need to 
reclaim ownership of the Jewish religion, which is 

often passed over to the Orthodox community. She 
believes that the only way to create positive social 
change is to challenge this misappropriation of 
Judaism, and live out the values of liberal Judaism that 
run counter to prejudices like racism, homophobia 
and sexism.

In Jerusalem, the tension between liberal values 
and Jewish orthodox religious values runs especially 
high. Given the huge orthodox vote in Jerusalem, 
local politicians are very reluctant to openly support 
anything LGBT-related, even if they will financially 
support programs and events ‘under the table’. 
Obviously, the city is also strained by religious and 
racial hostilities. When I ask Sattath for her general 
reflections on 2014, it is these that she highlights. 
“I think 2014 has been a very, very difficult year 
in Jerusalem. It is hard to express what a low 
point 2014 has been in terms of racism in Israel in 
general and in Jerusalem.’ She doesn’t claim to 
have an airtight solution, but she does see a role 
for the Jerusalemite LGBT community. Despite the 
homophobic discrimination they face in Jerusalem, 

secular and modern orthodox LGBT Jews have a great 
deal of social power and ability, and the freedom to 
mobilize for change. ‘I think that’s our responsibility 
as a privileged minority within the community – to 
work in order to create a more equal and tolerant 
society. Creating a society with more equality and 
more solidarity will benefit all of us… That there is a 
center here acting as the voice for Judaism and equal 
rights is essential.’ 

 The LGBTQ Community is leading the way
Rabbi Noa Sattath > By Ema McKay
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The Open Clinic > By Nir Drayman
Spreading the Understanding that HIV is not a Death Sentence

I arrived at the Jerusalem Open House in August 2008, 
right after my military service in the Medical Corps and 
was taking my first steps out of the closet. I met with the 
community coordinator at JOH and she suggested that I 
join the Open Clinic as a lab technician. At that time we 
were five volunteers and today the Clinic staff includes 
over twenty people, all volunteers, and we have slowly 
turned into a family.

I arrived to the Clinic with a lot of theoretical knowledge 
about AIDS but with zero hands-on experience. I knew that 
the public stigma about HIV positive people was that they 
sleep around, were irresponsible, got infected on purpose 
or infect others out of vengeance. During my time at 
the Clinic I was exposed to the pain and insult that this 
stigma inflicts on people. I had a theoretical knowledge of 
what being HIV positive means, but only by volunteering 
here did I realize it means living inside a closed closet of 
shame and guilt. The Open Clinic wishes to defuse the 
widespread stigma that forces people into the closet, and 
diffuse claimsthat AIDS is a homosexual-only disease and 
that only homosexuals should be afraid of HIV. 

I willnever forget the young girl who walked through the 
door one spring morning. She seemed straight to me, and 
they usually come with a boyfriend for a mutual test, 
before deciding to stop using condoms. When I asked her 
about her safe sex practices she was very hesitant and 
uncomfortable despite that we are trained to speak as 

though it is just a friendly conversation. As we continued 
she eventually told me she was raped three days before 
and wanted to get an HIV test to find out if she got 
infected.

I can admit now that I was truly shocked and unprepared 
for her story. In our training we deal with a lot of different 
situations that might come up in the counseling room 
but none are related to sexual violence. I asked her if 
she wanted to go to the police with me to press charges. 
She started crying and said she wasn’t interested. She 
just wanted to put it behind her. I told her that the HIV 
test detects antibodies in the blood only after about two 
months from the moment of exposure and a test wouldn’t 
help her at this time but that she could get post exposure 
treatment, and she did.

A few weeks later she came back to get tested. I was my 
shift again and I was happy to see her. Her mental state 
was a bit more stable and it seemed as though she was 
happy to see a familiar face. This time I took her blood 
myself. I put a drop of it into the fast kit, and it was 
the longest half hour of my life. Thankfully, the results 
showed that she was negative. I was so happy I almost 
started crying myself.
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Who comes to the Open Clinic?

Children (14 and under)
Youth (15-24)
Adults (25-49)
Adults (50 and over)

Age

It was an anonymous test. She never told me her name, 
and I didn’t ask, but I will never forget her. I was happy 
to give her a negative result. Unfortunately though, 
sometimes we give people positive results and then give 
them guidance through the beginning of the difficult road 
to acceptance and getting treatment.
Volunteering at the Open Clinic has shown me what an 

unsettling experience to give a result that could be 
perceived as a death sentence, and then try to help them 
process and cope and understand that they still have their 
entire life ahead of them. Working at the clinic has been 
the most meaningful volunteering I have done in mylife 
and I am very proud of theservices we are able to provide 
people in their most vulnerable times. 

45%

50%

4%1%

Female
Male
Transgender

Gender

46%

52%

2%

Men who have sex with men

Individuals originating from 
countries with generalized HIV/AIDS 
epidemics
Sex workers
Injecting drug users
Vulnerable children

Other

Risk Groups

40%

11%3% 5%
9%

32%



Annual Report 2014 Annual Report 201419 20

In the MediaThe New Open Counseling Service > By Tom Canning

For years the JOH has been facing a two front 
effort to try and create better mental care 
services for the LGBTQ community in Jerusalem. 
First, by creating the best in-house services we 
are able to provide. And second, by urging existing 
mental care professionals, outside the JOH, to 
become more accepting and knowledgeable about 
LGBTQ people and the unique challenges they 
face.

With the hope of bringing these two efforts 
together, during 2014 we welcomed a new team 
of therapists, from both within and outside the 
community, to create our new Opening Counseling 
service. While receiving regular training and 
lectures from the JOH, the new counseling team 
also accepts referrals from the JOH. This had 
expended the in-house services we are able to 
provide and ensures the community can easily 
reach an LGBTQ friendly therapist. I spoke with 
Sarah, who is the case worker in the service.

How did you come up with this concept?

It actually happened quite naturally, and really 
came to life during Operation ‘Protective Edge’. 
As we tend to do here at JOH, when we face 
a problem, we established a committee. The 
committee included psychologists, social workers 
and alternative therapists and they came up with 
concept. After that, it was just a matter of calling 
therapists up and offering them to join the new 
team. During the war in Gaza, rather than just 
offering people tea and a place to stay off the 
streets, we were able to provide them with real 
counseling.

How has this new concept changed the 
service?

First of all, I have a team of counselors that I know 
and trust that I can refer community members 
to. Many come to us after having very negative 

experiences with therapists who were either 
ignorant of issues regarding sexual orientation 
or gender identity, or outright subjected them 
to damaging conversion therapy. Mostly these 
incidences happen in religious communities, but 
not only. When this is the reality, it is no wonder 
people turn to us for help.

The second significant change is in my capacity 
to accept new patients. Before, we were only able 
to refer up to 12 people, and I had the difficult 
job to turn people away. Now we are nearing 50 
patients and are looking to expand the number of 
therapists on the team.

What are you planning for the service next?

We are still not meeting the current demand 
from the community, so I hope we are able to 
find new willing professionals to join the team on 
this partially volunteering basis. But in the not-
so-distant future, I hope we will be able to create 
curriculum, based on our experiences, to help 
more counselors be accessible to the community.
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Become 

Dear Friends

The activities and services provided by the Jerusalem Open House are dependenton the kind support 
of individuals and foundation from around the world,whovalue our work and wish to create a Jerusalem 
everyone can call home. All donations to the JOH are dedicated to the cause of social equality, 
pluralism and human rights in Jerusalem and Israel. 

Are you coming to Israel soon? Do you want to support a specific project? Would you like to organize 
a program in your community or even for a group of friends? Please feel free to contact me at: 
development@joh.org.il

Tom Canning

A gift to JOH is tax-deductible to the fullest 
extent in Israel, the US and Germany. Also, the 
New Israel Fund accepts donor-advised gifts on 
behalf of the JOH.

If you would like to make a donation, please 
kindly inform us at: development@joh.org.il  and 
we will direct you to the most suitable donation 
method.

a Supporter  

In what was largely an unpredictable financial year, 
the JOH in has ended the financial year magnificently 
well, increasing our emergency fund and securing 
major grants for 2015. The continued conservative 
budgeting has proved itself once again effective in 
increasing the organizations stability and allowing 
maneuverability when there are unexpected 
surprises, or currency fluctuations.

Financials

The organization continues to predominantly rely 
on private donors from North America, though 2014 
saw a significant increase in donation from Israeli 
donors. Following an effort to increase the diversity 
of incoming currency to JOH, the organization has 
managed to increase fundraising from within the 
Israeli community. This development is important for 
the organization financial resilience.

Private 
Donations

Foundation 
Grants

Jerusalem 
Municipality

Self-Income

$ 137,854

$ 81,944

$ 65,294

$ 45,034

2014 Income

13%

20%

25%

42%

Community 
Center

Community 
Programming

Jerusalem
Pride

Youth 
at Risk

Mental 
Health

HIV/AIDS 
Prevention

$ 119,000

$ 32,000

$ 30,000

$ 30,000

$ 4,000

$ 55,000

2015 Planned Allocation

2014201320122011

% USD% NIS

78 81 80 74

20 18 19 24

Income by Currency

* Slightly altered from updated data reported in December 2014

44%
20%

2%

11%

12%
11%
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